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(57)Abstract: . 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To detect even a gentle irregular 
defect by calculating a defect candidate position on the basis of 
the space of the brightness pattern boundary area of an image 
data, and comparing and judging the defect candidate position 
continuously obtained in time series with a prescribed condition. 
SOLUTION: An image pickup means 102 takes the image of a 
brightness pattern, and converts it into an image data of electric 
signal. An image processing means 103 extracts the boundary area 
of the brightness pattern from the image data, and performs a 
calculation as the area where the space of the adjacent boundary 
areas is not uniform, if present, as a defect candidate position. A 
defect detecting means 104 executes a prescribed processing by 
the means 103 every optional time while moving a surface 100 to 
be inspected or either one of the means 102 and a lighting means 
101. When the change of the defect candidate position 
continuously obtained in time series is fitted to the movement of 
the surface 100 to be inspected under a prescribed condition, or 
when a conformed moving object is present in the image, this area 
is judged as defect. 
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